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Where does literacy stand as a priority
for voters?




Most think their governor cares but hasn't made literacy a top
priority, while seven-in-ten wish literacy was a top priority

Thinks their governor currently... Thinks their governor should...
N Makes student . Cares about student literacy, B Should make student | Should care about student literacy,
literacy a top priority but doesn't make it a top priority literacy a top priority but not make it a top priority
B Does notreally care .~ Unsure B Should notreallycare ' Unsure
about student literacy about student literacy
Total Total

18% 49% 23% 1%

States with GOP Governors States with GOP Governors

17% 50% 22% Sl

12% 22%

f \ Q1. Do you think your governor currently...?
_ _ _ Q2. What do you think your governor SHOULD do?
Bipartisan Policy Center

States with Dem Governors States with Dem Governors

19% 47% 23% Yo




Most voters consider it important for their governor to focus
on students’ ability to read

B Top priority || Important but lower priority ' Nottoo important [l Notatallimportant | Unsure

The economy 76% 21% 1546

Health care 66% 30% 49076

64% 32% 3 Y8
ool s i

K-12 public education 61% 33%

Public safety

Students' ability to read

Infrastructure 48% 6% 1964

f \ Q. How important do you think it should be for your state's governor to focus on improving each of the following in your state?
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Among education priorities, voters think governors should focus
on students’ performance in reading and ability to read books

B  Top priority to . Important, but not a top B Notimportantto _ Unsure
focus on improving priority to focus on improving focus on improving
School safety 17% 20% 1%¢
Students' ability to read books 12% 24% 2 7078
Academic performance in reading 64% 32% 278
Students' ability to analyze what they read 63% 31% 3%a¥0
Mental health services for students 60% 33%) 5% 28
Academic performance in math 58% 379439278
School funding 57% 37%|4%2¢8
Students’ ability to read news articles* 55% 58% 6% 278

Teacher pay 54% 37%| 7% 3¥0

Career and technical education 51%.  44% 3998
College preparation 32% 56%0 10% 12¥8
Students' ability to appreciate literature 24% 56% 17% 3%

f \ *Answer shortened from “Students’ ability to read and understand news articles”

. _ _ Q. How important do you think it should be for state governors to focus on improving each of the following aspects of the K-12 public education system?
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States governed by Republicans and Democrats alike want
improving literacy to be a high priority within public education

% TOP PRIORITYTO FOCUS ON IMPROVING ® States with Dem Governors @ States with GOP Governors

School safety 75%® @80%
Students’ ability to read books 72% @ 73%
Academic performance in reading 62%® @®66%
Students’ ability to analyze what they read 61%@® @66%
Mental health services for students 59% @ ®62%
Academic performance in math 56%@® @61%
School funding 54%@® @59%
Students’ ability to read news articles* 54% @@ 57%
Teacher pay 51%@® @56%
Career and technical education 50% @ ®53%
College preparation 32% @ 33%
Students’ ability to appreciate literature 23% 9 ®26%
[ \ *Answer shortened from “Students' ability to read and understand news articles”

_ _ _ Q. How important do you think it should be for state governors to focus on improving each of the following aspects of the K-12 public education system?
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What are the strongest messages for
building support for literacy?




Voters strongly believe students deserve the support they
need to read in order to unlock life opportunities

Total %

Total %

paree | Srons
“Every child deserves to have the support they need to learn to read.” 98% 88%
“Strong literacy skills give students better opportunities in life.” 97% 80%
“Strong literacy skills are important for the future of our democracy.” 94% 74%
“Strong readers today mean a strong workforce tomorrow.” 95% 66%
“If our state doesn't get literacy right, we will fall behind other states.” 92% 64%

"Strong literacy skills are important for using Al tools that are a growing part of
our economy.”

o

710% 35%




Strong bipartisan support for ensuring every child has what
they need to learn to read

“Every child deserves to have the support they need to learn to read.”

I Stronglyagree | | Somewhatagree = Unsure ||| Somewhat disagree l Strongly disagree

88% 11% 154

GOP

Ind

Dem 90% 8% 156

f \ Q. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement?
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About 8 in 10 Republicans and Democrats strongly agree that
literacy skills give students better opportunities

“Strong literacy skills give students better opportunities in lLife.”

I Stronglyagree | | Somewhatagree = Unsure ||| Somewhat disagree l Strongly disagree

GOP 19% 19% @@(4

Ind 80% 18% %U.
82% 15%
f \ Q. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement?
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Most think strong literacy skills are absolutely necessary in
order to communicate effectively and find career success

I Absolutely " Important, but not " Nottoo B Notatall " Unsure
necessary absolutely necessary important important
In order t ]
_ noreerto 77%
communicate effectively

In order to a o ,l a
succeed in the workforce 13% 2670 274

. . In .OI"dEI" to 73% 23% 2 0y

have choices in their career

In order to 75% 20% 4% 18
succeed in college

In order to . |
be a well-informed voter 28 W@

f \ Q. How important do you think it is for someone to have strong literacy skills (reading and writing skills) in order to do each of the following?
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What role do voters want to see their
Governor play on literacy?




Voters most want their governors to convene decision-makers,
hold stakeholders accountable, and set education goals

Total States with GOP Governors States with Dem Governors

Bringing together teachers, parents, and
leaders to figure out how to address issues

Holding schools and districts
accountable for results

Setting goals and priorities for
the state's education system

Deciding how much funding schools receive

Providing ways for best practices
and examples of success to be shared

Informing the public about how
schools and students are doing

Nothing - Governors should not play arole ¥/

/ \ Note: “Something else (please specify)” (1% overall) not shown
Q. Governors don't directly run public schools, but they work with the state legislature, state education agency or state department of education and can

Bipartisan Policy Center influence priorities. In your view, what is the most important role governors should play in improving K-12 public education?



Most voters would view their governor more favorably if they
announced that improving literacy would be one of their key priorities

Much less
favorable

Somewhat

Much more Somewhat Neither more nor
B B
less favorable

favorable more favorable less favorable

Improving literacy would be a key priority  totac Committed to being a "Reading Governor” L?J:EL
MORE

FAV. FAV.

Total

States with GOP Governors

Total

41% 40% 17% 81%

States with GOP Governors

43% 43% 86%

44% 19% 81%

States with Dem Governors

States with Dem Governors

40% SWAL 21% 77% 39% 23%3 13%

Note: half of respondents were only shown Q1, and half were only shown Q2.

f \ Q1. If the governor of your state announced that improving literacy was going to be one of their key priorities, would that make your opinion of them more or less favorable?

Q2. If the governor of your state said they were committed to being a "Reading Governor” and would make improving literacy one of their key priorities, would that make your

Bipartisan Policy Center opinion of them more or less favorable?
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